Jennie S. Popp, Molly M. Jahn, Marty D. Matlock, and Nathan P. Kemper (Eds.). Cambridge University Press. 2012. Hardback, 274 pages. $99.00. ISBN: 978-0-521-19234-7 . A sustainable agricultural system is one that provides food, feed, fiber, and fuel from the land while preserving biodiversity and other ecosystem services. This book seeks to continue the dialog on the potential benefits of biotechnology applied to sustainable agriculture and follows on a conference with the same goals of continuing a healthy discourse among interested parties in government, academia, industry, and the general public. The editors believe we can best use our natural resources by "respectful discourse so that we may better understand each other's values."
The nature of this book as a dialog, rather than a simple presentation of new scientific results, might have been better reflected in a different title. However, the need for this dialog is clear. The longstanding debate on the risks versus benefits of biotechnology, and transgenics, in particular, shows little sign of resolution, despite the enormous potential for biotechnology to aid in the alleviation of food shortages, environmentally harmful agricultural practices, and rising cost of agricultural inputs. The perceived risks of transgenic plants and animals have convinced many people that they have no place in the food supply. While scientists have long been asked to increase communication with the general public and share their ideas and understanding on scientific issues culture in general or transgenics in parti marker technologies, including whole g marker-assisted selection, gene introgressi version, genetic mapping, genomics, etc., ar briefly. Perhaps the editors assume that mo no objection to these technologies, or that to the dialog would only muddy the wat book is very recent, certain new transgenic gene silencing, homologous recombination nuclease technology for targeted mutagen transgene introductions) are mostly lacking this book would, therefore, already be app the need is great for this type of book and t information at the foundation of such a disc current as possible.
There are a total of 15 chapters in this and 14 provide a good introduction to th agriculture-and humanity-over the next good analysis of the situation, and the conclu quo will not solve our problems, is convin Following this introduction, it is particul have chapters written by sociologists (Chapt leaders (Chapter 3), as well as researchers in transgenesis. Such a broad array of author broad spectrum of readers, which can only goal of continuing dialog. The insights pres 2 and 3 may help increase acceptance of the t interested parties from non-scientific backgr
The information presented in the mor ters (4-6) is an excellent compilation of t
